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ONTHE PRINCIPLE of ^^^-C^ §Jj^ 
talking to the organ grinder 
rather than the monkey, the 
Leveller collective decided to 
celebrate the centenary of 
Leon Trotsky's birth by 
approaching the great revo- 
lutionary himself rather than 
one of his disciples. 



This was ettected with diffi- 
culty, through the intercession 
of a spiritualist medium. We tried 
several before we found Madame 
Sosistris; others knew too little 
about Trotsky to fake his res- 
ponses, but from what we heard 
when five collective members 
went along for the seance at 
Madame Sosistris' Muswell Hill, 
North London, salon, we have 
no doubt that we established 
genuine contact. Nor do we 
doubt that readers, Trotskyist 
and non-Trotsky ist alike, will 
respect the authority of the 
dicta we received. 

Contact was established, on 
and off, for about a quarter of 
an hour. The responses were often 
faint, and at times Trotsky 
seemed reluctant to respond to 
certain questions. At other times 
he lapsed into Russian; at these 
points we have inserted rough 
translations. 

When Trotsky came through, 
we first asked for his opinion of 
the class nature of the Soviet 
Union, to resolve once and for all 
the great controversy: state capi- 
talist, or degenerated workers' 
state. 

Well I don't really think it's a 
very relevant question. Next 
question. 

We repeated the question. 
Didn't he know that his reply 
would affect the whole course of 
thousands of his followers' lives? 
Well, yes, but it's gone completely 
off the rails. All these people who 
tie themselves up in knots over it 
... they don't actually analyse it 
properly at all. They haven't 
studied class relationships or 
calculated how much of its surplus 
value the working class retains, 
or even who the working class is. 
When I say it's not relevant, I 
mean... it's really very important, 
but I find it extremely irritating 
that the Fourth International 



should have split over that kind 
of thing. 

So was he totally disillu- 
sioned with the development of 
the Fourth International? 
Oh yes. All these jumped up 
psychopaths pretending to be 
me. It makes me weep some- 
times. The capitalists are delight- 
ed, you know... (pause) and so's 
Stalin. 

We all looked at each other. 
So he communicates with Stalin? 
Well not much, we don't move 
in the same circles at all. He 
hangs around with all these 
kings and dictators you know .... 
and with all those dreadful 
apparatchiks he purged and 
murdered, apologising to them 
drunkenly all the time. No I don't 
care for his friends and he doesn't 
care for mine. 

It was difficult to follow that, 
so we asked him what he thought 
of the centenary cult, in particu- 
lar about the Workers Revolu- 
tionary Party buying his death 
mask for £4,400 at a Paris 
auction. Trotsky chuckled and 
swore in Russian. 
They were really had weren't 
they? My death mask.... (more 
chuckles)... ffbi/nofshit)... it 
isn't me at all. Still, if they've 
got nothing better to spend their 
money on... not that they're 
short of money of course. I 
wouldn't like to tell you where 
they get it from. But... let me 
just say, it's ironic the way Gerry 
lealy goes around accusing every- 




one of working for the Soviet or 
American intelligence... 

Persistent appeals for more 
details were met by silence, but 
after a while he came up again 
on the subject of the WRP. 
The trouble with Healy is he 
gives the game away. Building 
the party is the great task, but 
he's so authoritarian.... he makes 
everyone think that if people 
like him get to power the party 
will just crush all democracy and 
opposition... Well... it probably 
will, but you don't have to 
make it so obvious. 

Naturally, the next question 
was about the post-revolutionary 
party in the Soviet Union. What 
about Trotsky's own role in the 
suppression of Makhno's Black 
Army, the Kronstadt sailors, 
the workers' councils... 
The supremacy of the Party is 
the most important considera- 
tion, yes. You can't have these 
anarchists and social revolu- 
tionaries running riot with 
their wild ideas. It does amuse 
me sometimes to see the way my 
followers contort themselves in 
trying to justify it all to the 
libertarians when they should 
have the guts to just stand up 
and say, you must smash all left 
oppositionists. I mean, these 
stories about the Whites and 
west European capitalists being 
behind them, (chuckles) 

Again we were rather shaken. 
He said all these things himself. 
Oh... that... well .. (long silence) 
Well of course I knew it was all 
nonsense. Eto govno. Eto by to 
sovershennaya khuinya (that was 
just a big cock-up). 

No regrets then, no mistakes 

Khui Sosi (suck my cock) 

After that we couldn't get 
through again at all, try as 
Madame Sosistris did. So we 
had to leave it at that rather 
unsatisfactory point. 

At any rate the seance was 
fairly successful, and the collec- 
tive has decided to use the same 
medium again to make contact 
with other great revolutionaries 
of the past. If you have a 
question for a great revolutionary, 
if there are any thorny theoretical 
points you want cleared up, send 
them to us on a postcard. 
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